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TCF Rochester Donations: 
If you would like to contribute to our Compassionate Friends Chapter please forward your Love Gifts 
and Donations to The Compassionate Friends of Rochester at 130 Portview Circle, Rochester, NY 14617. 
Please make checks payable to The Compassionate Friends of Rochester, NY.  Sincerest Thanks. 

To receive this newsletter via e-mail please contact Steve Haupt at shaupt1@rochester.rr.com 

The Love & Peace Rose and Billy Hawley 

 
By Carol Hawley  

I love flowers of all types. From the dainty African Violets to chrysanthemums to 
orchids to ..oh the list is endless.  

Occasionally I received bouquets of roses on my birthdays, Mothers Day and 
wedding anniversaries. My favorite color of roses is champagne color. The rose is 
a symbol of love. The ruby red rose is a huge seller during Valentine s Day. It was 
late spring 2004 in the evening when Billy came home and surprised me with a single long-stem rose. Billy has 
hit a rough spot in his life and I think that's his way of saying I am sorry. Mothers are very forgiving creatures 
especially toward their children. Even though their child has misbehaved and has been a pickle.  

I received a rose that has the color of orange and red mixed, but with tinges of yellow. The thing about the rose 
was the fragrance. It smells fruity like a peach. I quickly trimmed the end of the stem and placed the rose in a 
coffee cup. I put the rose on my computer desk in the bedroom. I changed the water every day and added a bit of 
sugar for the rose. The bud opened very slowly and it lasted the longest of all roses I ever received, close to two 
weeks. Billy checked on the rose every now and then. He even commented Hey, maybe things will finally work 
out.  

Recently I dug out my collection of flower catalogs and looked for this rose. Eventually I found out that the rose 
is an AARS winner and the name given is the LOVE & PEACE rose. To quote from the Wayside Gardens cata-
log: The rose is a tough and lasting beauty with beautiful dark foliage, highly resistant to black spot and mil-
dew.  

Since it was only late spring in Georgia when Billy gave this rose to me, rose bushes have not bloomed yet and 
this cut rose is from somewhere else. I also consulted with my friend Charlotte who is an avid gardener and a 
member of the Master Gardener Club. She says the hot humid weather in Georgia is not ideal for this rose and it 
is grown elsewhere.  

September 27 was four years since our son Billy has passed away. Bill, Alan (Billy s older brother) and I think 
of Billy often. My tears still flow but less; our pain throbs with less intensity but our longing to see, hug and talk 
with him is still strong.  

I still have the rose and it s encased in a clear acrylic box. It has lost its beauty, splendor and scent. Yet, when-
ever I look at the rose, it brings back memories of that nice evening when Billy walked in with a smile and hold-
ing a rose behind his back 

 

a memory I will treasure. It will be my one and only rose from my son Billy, the 
LOVE & PEACE rose.  

Happiness held is the seed; happiness shared is the flower  anonymous 

   



     



 



               
Our Children Remembered                 

January, 2009             
Birthdays and Remembrance Days

 
Birthdays

                                 
Rochester, NY Chapter                        The Compassionate Friends

    
Birthdays

 

Teddy S. Piendel       January 1, 1991 
Noah Jacob Passero      January 5, 2000 
Larry Jay Lyons       January 12, 1961 
Jim Rague        January 6, 1961 
Michael Sebastian Spoto     January 8, 1972  
Jillian Flagg        January 14, 1983 
Gregory Ray Stephens      January 16, 1962 
Damon A. Seeber       January, 19, 1989 
David George Carafos      January 24, 1981 
Laura Anne Collins      January 25, 1967 
Pat Helen Klehr       January 30, 1974 
Joshua Daniel Price      January 30, 1981

         

Remembrance Days

 

Bruce Zoltan Curtis      January 1,2005  
Shawn Patrick Viola      January 1, 2006 
Emma Nolan        January 8, 1998 
Michael Sebastian Spoto     January 8, 1972 
Matthew J. Hall       January 14, 2008 
Julie Beth Kaseman      January 19, 2007 
Katelyn Jade Brewer      January 21, 2006 
Christopher Thomas Miceli     January 23, 2007 
Laura Catherine Mix      January 25, 1980 


